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REFt <A> STATE 0M3133& CB) STATE 0H3132f CO STATE 0M3131I 
CO) STATS 0M21001 CE> KABUL 1196} CF) KABUL 109,8 

1 . OUTING HIS BRIEF STOPOVER IN KABUL, TRUMBULL INFORMED 
Er^ASSY OFFICERS THAT HIS NEti^APER'S EDITORS HAO INFORMED 
HIM BY TELEPHONE CON AN OPEN UKK ttTmH HW YORK AND KABUL) 
THAT THEY MERE DOUBTFUL ABOUT TH£ CHARGES OF SOVIET INVOLVE- 
MENT CONTAINED IN A SIK-PAGE DEPARTMENT OF STATE BRIEFING 

PAPER, AND WERE TONING DOM THE kSB°!lJSI„ l ^ T SI18 fi .? T S RY 
CREPTEL E). ME DID NOT SEE THIS REPLECTSO IN REPTBL 0. 

3. MfNOPUL OP THE serious bilateral impucations involved 

IN THIS PARTICULAR CONTROVERSY. THIS EM8AS|| CONTINUES TO 
BE VERY CAREFUL ABOUT WHAT IT SAYS TO THE PR&BSI OTHER DIP- 
LOMATS. ANO AFGHAN OFFICIALS ABOUT SOVIET INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
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PRESENTED IN PARAGRAPH 2 OP REPTEL E. 

3. RE TRUMBULL'S SfORY (REPTEL A>, HE HAS TOLD THAT A SOVIET 

ADVISOR AT THE HOTEL HAD REPEATEDLY ASSURED AMERICAN OPPICERS 

THAT HE AGREED THAT 'TIME* HAS ON THE SIDE OP THE AUTHORITIES 

(PARAGRAPH 2>. AS STATED IN PARAGRAPH 2 QP REPTEL E, TRUMBULL, 

MAS TOLD THAT ME DID NOT KNGM MHAT THE SOVIETS MERE SAVING TO 

THE APGHANS (PARAGRAPH 3 AND S OP REPTEL A). (THE SOVIETS HELD THEIR 

CONVERSATIONS MITH THE APGHANS BEHIND CLOSED OOORS, OR IN CORNERS 

OP THE LOBBY. > ME DO 'NOT KNOM j 

HOM TRUMBULL REACHED THE CONCLUSION REPORTED IN j PARAGRAPH 7. 

<4* ME SHOULD AT THIS TIME MAKE IT CLEAR THAT SIX REPEAT SIX 
USG OPPICIALS MERE PRESENT IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA MHERS 
SOVIET AOVISORS, SHORTLY SEPORE THE STORMING OP I ROOM 117t 
(A> PROVIDED SPECIAL MSAPONRY TO AN APGHAN POLICEMAN EH 
ROUTE TO JOIN THE ATTACK PARTY PURTHER DOMN THEIHALLMAY IN 
PRONT OP ROOM 1171 (B> APPEARED TO BE POSITIONING PORCES AT 
THE BANK- I -MILL I ACROSS THE STREET MITH HAND-SIGNALS PROM 
A BALCONY NEAR ROOM 117! ANO (C> GAVE HANO SIGNALS TO THOSE 
SAME PORCES APTSR THE ROOM MAS TAKEN IN ORDER TO TERMINATE 
THEIR PIRE. THE AMERICANS NOTED THE SOVIET OPPICERS' ACTI- 
VITIES. ANO COMMENTED TO EACH OTHER ABOUT THEM. [AS NOTED 
IN PARAGRAPHS 25 AND 32 OP REPTEL JR,, THE SOVIETS HAD BEEN 
REMAINING IN THE BACKGGRQUNO UNTIL IT BECAME CLEAR THAT THE 
APGHANS HAD RECEIVED THEIR ORDERS TO STRIKE. ITTmAS OUR 
IMPRESSION THAT THE SOVIETS THEN OECIOEO TO CAR&Y OUT THEIR 
PROFESSIONAL AOVISORY OUTIES. 
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S. AS REPORTED IN PARAGRAPH 2M QP REPTEL P* THE USG OPPICERS 
AT THE HOTEL MERE QP'THE OPINION THAT THE DECISIONS MERE 
BEING MADE AT A HIGHER LEVEL ELSEMHERE* IN THE CITY. AMONG 
LIMITED OPPICIAL USE., 
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THOSE HIGHER-LEVEL DECISION MAKERS MIGHT HAVE B&N POLICE 
COMMANOANT SAYEO OAOUO TAROON. gN EMBASSY 9f £ I £S R »SH°^tJ^9 » ^ A , 
8BEN KEPT MAKING OUTSIDE TAROON'S OfPICE DURING THE CRITICAL 
STAGES OP THE INCIOENT, SAM A RUSSIAN CIVILIAN" ^EAVE TAROON'S 
OPPICE SHORTLY APTER 1255. I 

6. IN A SEPTEL THE EMBASSY HAS REOUESTEO THE OKWMENT'S 
QUOIANCE ON HOM T0.J4ANDLE m GROMING DISCREPANCIES BETMESN 
THE OPPICIAL STAT5MEN«:0BIM. SOVIET AfjO< APGRAHGOVERNMENTS k 
AND MHAT USG BYEMl^ESS^-KN>5M.TKe faun? « STfANY SUGGESTION 
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OP EQUIVOCATION OR -COVERUP* IS DEMORALIZING TO THE OFFICIAL 
AMERICAN COMMUNITY — AND IS BECOMING RATHER POINTLESS AT 
ANY RATE. ALMOST ALL THE PACTS OF THE INCIDENT ARE SPREADING 
THROUGHOUT KABUL. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT SOME DISAFFECTED AFGHAN 
SOURCES CE.G., POLICEMEN WHO TOOK PART IN THE OPERATION) 
ARE INVOLVED IN THIS DISSEMINATION. 
AMSTUT2 
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